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MAYOR KURTZ’S WEEKLY UPDATE FOR JUNE 18, 2021 

 
  
The COVID-19 Pandemic Is Not Over 
 

Health officials around the world are saying that despite the lifting of most restrictions, the 
coronavirus has not been eliminated.   
 
The delta variant of the virus is becoming dominant globally because of its increased 
transmissibility.    The good news is that two doses of the currently available COVID vaccines 
appear to be effective against the delta strain.   
 
I urge everyone who is eligible to get vaccinated – both doses.  Most pharmacies have vaccines 
and welcome walk-ins.   
 
Health officials warn that pockets of unvaccinated people are still spreading the infection and 
getting sick themselves.  
 

 
Surveillance Cameras  

 
The installation of thirty-one high resolution surveillance cameras around the City is almost 
complete.   The project to install license-plate readers along Rockside, Brecksville, Schaff, 
and Pleasant Valley Roads began earlier this year.    The technology will help our public 
safety forces crack down on crime and keep residents, businesses, and visitors safe.  
 
Also, security cameras around the Liberty Playground will be installed next week.  The 
cloud-based technology adds an extra layer of protection and peace of mind for all who visit.  
 
 
 
Beyond the Pale 
 
There has been a rash of inaccurate media reports about the City’s actions involving the 
temporary homeless shelter at the Ramada on Rockside Road.   The shameful misinformation, 
accusations of intimidation and vile calumnies are stunning.  
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Rather than focus on the complex issue of homelessness and viable solutions, some local media 
has focused on the temporary location of one shelter in Independence.  
 
Many of these disadvantaged individuals have physical, emotional and psychological 
challenges that require treatment.  Others lack family connections, or have addictions that 
impact their ability to escape homelessness.    
 
Moving 150 people from downtown Cleveland to University Circle to Independence is not a 
solution.  According to some media reports, the men were evacuated from a University Circle 
hotel to make rooms available for out-of- town-guests attending the NFL Draft.  Was that 
decision in the best interest of the homeless men?   
 
The media has an opportunity and responsibility to work with Cuyahoga County officials and 
other stakeholders to support the disadvantaged and shed a light on long-term solutions.   
 
Cuyahoga County residents overwhelmingly approved an increase to the Health and Human 
Services (HHS) levy last May.  These citizens want to be informed about viable permanent 
solutions to help individuals emerge from homelessness to improve their quality of life.  
 
 
 
 
 
Volunteers Rock! 
 
We have some great volunteers helping Adult Program Coordinator Lori Rizzardi with the 55+ 
Lunches.   They keep the drive-through pick-up outside the Civic Center running smoothly and 
always have a smile and friendly hello for everyone who picks up their lunches.  
 

 
 
 
L-R:  Lori Rizzardi, Sue Saunders, Judy 
Jasko, and Barbara Juliani,  
 
 
Not pictured: Resident Lisa Flesse, 
who has been our volunteer meal 
delivery driver for the homebound.  
 
 
We are so thankful for our 
volunteers! 
 
 

Also, thank you to Beth Shotwell and the fine people of Vista Springs Ravinia for providing 

dessert for the more than 300 residents who picked-up a lunch on Friday, June 18.   Beth also 

helped distribute the sweet treats to our residents.   
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Children’s Chill Room 
 
The Civic Center has created a small, quiet area called the Chill Room where children with 
anxiety, attention issues, or behavior issues can decompress. The idea was developed from 
conversations with staff educators and ILS behavior specialists.    
 

 

 

Ready, Set, Shop! 

If you love garage sales, you can’t 

miss the first City-Wide Garage 

Sale next Thursday through 

Saturday, June 24-26.  There 

are 156 families participating! 

A list of the addresses, items, specific sale day(s), and maps can be downloaded from this 

Community Services page on the City’s website. 

Printed copies of the garage sale map and directory are also available at the Civic Center.   

 

Outdoor Food & Fun 

Nearly 300 people attended the Summer Concert on Thursday, June 18 where the Wayne 

Tomsic Combo got many people on their feet dancing!   

 

The Barrio Taco Truck was very busy keeping everyone fed.    Also, the Kiwanis Club of 

Independence was on the Square to give the winners of their Flag Contest their prizes.   

https://www.independenceohio.org/departments/community_services/special_events.php
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On Thursday, June 24 Juke Box Heroes will be on the bandstand from 7 – 9 PM and the 

Off the Griddle & Cleveland Cookie Dough food trucks will be on site.  

 

There were plenty of smiling faces at the bonus 

concert on Wednesday, June 16 with the 

Community Band.  The weather was perfect as 

was the music.   The Community Band will have 

another bonus concert this Wednesday, 

June 23 with Independence Music Department 

providing refreshments.  
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Mayor Kurtz’s SwiftReach message for June 18, 2021 can be downloaded here. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Subscribe to Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly Update email by sending your name and email address to: 
CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org.  
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